Palm Valley City Council

Minutes

Regular Meeting

May 23, 2011

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 23rd day of May 2011, at 1:30 p.m., 1313 Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following people:
MAYOR
Dean Hall
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rick Hosea, Holly Lieberenz, John Hollingsworth, Marvin Hendrix and Ray Anzaldua
CITY SECRETARY

Sylvia R. Trevino

Absent:



William Wepfer (City Attorney)

Others in attendance:

Tom Bloemendaal, Harlingen Country Club





Dean LaFever, Texas Gas Service





Ken Jones, LRGV Development Council

A. R. Garcia, Chief of Police (CPV)
Rosendo Flores, Supervisor, Public Works (CPV)
1) CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Hall led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

4) CANVASS OF ELECTION RESULTS FROM THE MAY 14, 2011 CITY REGULAR ELECTION


Mayor Hall read the following results of the election:



Dean Hall (for Mayor)


52


Ray Anzaldua (for Councilman)

36



Dick Faxon (for Councilman)

32



Marvin Hendrix (for Councilman)

36




Total number of voters

65


Councilman Hendrix made a motion to accept the results as announced by Mayor Hall.


Councilman Hollingsworth seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion was approved unanimously.
5) CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION PRESENTED TO DICK FAXON


Mayor Hall presented a Certificate of Appreciation to outgoing Councilman Faxon and expressed 
comments of appreciation for Councilman Faxon’s service to the community.

6) OATHS OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED TO NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS


The City Secretary administered the Oath of Office to newly re-elected Mayor, Dean Hall.


Mayor Dean Hall administered the Oath of Office to newly elected Councilman Ray Anzaldua.

Mayor Dean Hall administered the Oath of Office to newly re-elected Councilman Marvin Hendrix.

7) MAYOR PRO TEM APPOINTED FOR 2011-12


Mayor Hall recommended the appointed of Councilman John Hollingsworth as Mayor Pro Tem for 2011-
12.


Councilman Hosea made a motion to approve the Mayor’s recommendation.  Councilman Hendrix 
seconded the motion.



  Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion was approved unanimously.

8) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 4/25/11 Regular Meeting.
A copy of the minutes from the 4/25/11 Regular Meeting was provided in the agenda packet for the Council’s review.  
Councilman Hollingsworth made a correction to Page 4, Item No. 8.  He indicated that he had voted ‘nay’ on the funding of the booster pump station from the reserve funds.  Such noted correction will be made by the City Secretary.
Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the minutes with the noted correction. Councilman Hosea seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.
11)
RESOLUTION APPROVED TO REVIEW COST OF SERVICE ADJUSTMENT (COSA), HIRE 
LEGAL COUNSEL AND CONSULTANTS AND REQUIRING TEXAS GAS SERVICE TO 
REIMBURSE ALL REASONABLE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH CITIES’ EFFORTS IN THIS 
RATEMAKING EFFORT BY TEXAS GAS SERVICE COMPANY’S INTENTION TO INCREASE 
NATURAL GAS RATES TO ALL CUSTOMERS RESIDING IN THE CITY.

Dean LaFever, General Manager with Texas Gas Service, briefed the Council on this item.  The approval of 
the resolution allows cities to hire legal and consulting services to negotiate with Texas Gas Service on gas 
rate increases.  Mr. LaFever indicated that at this time the City is not authorizing any increase.  The 
resolution authorizes participation by the City of Palm Valley to join other Valley cities to protect the 
interest of its customers residing within the city limits.

Councilman Hosea made a motion to approve the resolution as presented.  Commissioner Hendrix seconded 
the motion.



Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.

9) STATUS REPORT ON THE BACKFLOW/CROSS CONNECTION PROGRAM


The City Secretary gave a status report on the backflow/cross connection program and was included in the 
agenda packet. 

She reported that letters to 545 households were delivered on May 7, 2011 to inform the residents of the 
program and what TCEQ is requiring for the implementation of this program; as of Friday. May 20, 2011 
Customer Service Water Agreements were signed and submitted back to the office; the contract for the 
Customer Service Inspections has been signed; the City will provide the water hose bids to residents, if 
required; door hangers will be left on the residents’ doors when an inspection is attempted and no one is 
present.  These residents will need to call the office to set up an appointment for their inspection; the City of 
Palm Valley map has been color coded to reflect the inspections that have been done; those that need 
follow-up and those that have gone through a ‘final’ inspection; the Customer Service Inspector anticipates 
conducting 15-20 inspections per week as he plans to conduct these inspections in the mornings only.

The City Secretary further reported that staff will be looking into setting up a link from the City’s website 
directly to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality website for citizens to access and find further 
information.  This effort will be dependent on cost.

The City Secretary stated that every effort will be made to document all components associated with this 
program in order to have good effective records available for TCEQ’s inspection upon request.
Some discussion followed on what the cost to the residents for the backflow assemblies would be.  Armando Prado stated that typical cost would be around $200-$300 plus the inspection but it would also depend on the location of the cross connection.






10) AUTHORIZATION/APPROVAL GIVEN FOR 4TH OF JULY PARADE

Tom Bloemendaal, General Manager, Harlingen Country Club, asked for approval/authorization to hold a 
4th of July parade and asked that the City provide police escort.  He explained that he is asking all residents 
to participate and flyers will be distributed door to door announcing the parade.  There will be free 
watermelon afterwards.  He stated that further information will be made available as the date approaches.

Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to authorize the parade and for the City of Palm Valley to 
provide police escort for the parade. Councilwoman Hendrix seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.

12)
CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. 
GOVERNMENT CODE (SECTION 551.074) TO DELIBERATE THE FOLLOWING:


a.  THE APPOINTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, EVALUATION, REASSIGNMENT, DUTIES, 


      DISCIPLINE OR DISMISSAL OF A PUBLIC OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE:  



      MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE.


Mayor Hall announced that the Council would now meet in Executive Session for the purpose stated above.  
The Executive Session convened at 1:50 p.m. and concluded at 2:00 p.m. with no action taken in closed 
session.

13)
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON REAPPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL COURT J
JUDGE

Back in open session, Councilman Hendrix made a motion to not reappoint the current Municipal Court 
Judge.  Councilwoman Lieberenz seconded the motion. 


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.

14) NEW MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE APPOINTED

Councilman Hendrix made a motion to appoint Cynthia Weaver as the new Municipal Court Judge.  
Councilwoman Lieberenz seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.

 15)
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THE 
DILWORTH ROAD PROJECT

Mayor Hall briefed the Council on this project.  He explained that the City is participating with the funding 
of this project.  The County has indicated that they will need to cut into some of the residents’ driveways 
and the County is asking for additional funds to do this.  The amount that the County is asking from the City 
is $3,500.00.  This is necessary to continue the integrity of the road. 

Councilman Hosea made a motion to authorize the additional funding in the amount of $3,500.  Councilman 
Hendrix seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.
16)
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON:

A. MONTHLY POLICE REPORT – APRIL 2011
B. MUNICIPAL COURT REPORT – APRIL 2011

Chief A.R. Garcia reviewed his report with the Council.
A couple of citations on the Municipal Court report raised some concerns.  Chief Garcia will look into those and report back to the Council.
Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the reports as presented.  Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.
Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.
17)
CHECK LISTING AND MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY 
AND THE WATER SERVICE FOR APRIL 2011
A copy of the monthly financial report for the City of Palm Valley and the Water Service for March 2011 was included in the agenda packet for the Council’s review. 

Councilman Hosea made a motion to approve the check listings and monthly financial reports. The motion was seconded by Councilman Hendrix.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.

18)
INVESTMENT REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND PALM VALLEY WATER 
SERVICES FOR APRIL 2011
The Investment Reports for April 2011 for the City of Palm Valley and Palm Valley Water Services were included in the agenda packet for the Council’s review.
It was noted that one of the CDs expires at the end of the month. Staff will look into various banks to see what interest rates are being offered. 

Councilwoman Lieberenz questioned the $10,000 showing on the report under Capital Outlay.  Ms. Grayson explained that the original amount was $20,000 but only $10,000 was used and this amount is remaining.  There are no plans to spend this amount at this time.

Councilman Hendrix asked if the City had been receiving refunds from TML.  Ms. Grayson replied yes and they are placed back into the line item for insurance in the budget.

Councilman Hosea made the motion for approval. Councilman Anzaldua seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.
19)
PURCHASE REQUESTS
There were no purchase requests at this time.
20)
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday, June 27, 2011 at 1:30 p.m.
21)
ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Hosea and seconded by Councilwoman Lieberenz.
______________________________________




Dean Hall







Mayor
______________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino
City Secretary
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