Palm Valley City Council

Minutes

Regular Meeting

September 26, 2011

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 26th day of September 2011, at 1:30 p.m., 1313 Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following people:
MAYOR
Dean Hall
COUNCIL MEMBERS
John Hollingsworth, Marvin Hendrix, Ray Anzaldua, Rick Hosea
Absent:
Holly Lieberenz

CITY SECRETARY

Sylvia R. Trevino

CITY ATTORNEY

William Wepfer 

Others in attendance:

A.R. Garcia, Chief of Police (CPV)




Chendo Flores, Supervisor

1) CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Hall led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

4)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 9/07/11 Regular Meeting.
A copy of the minutes from the 9/07/11 Meeting was provided in the agenda packet for the Council’s review.  
Councilman Hollingsworth made a correction to Page 3, Line 43.  He asked that the minutes reflect that David Flinn is not the City Engineer but rather the Engineer hired by the City on a contractual basis, project by project.

Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the minutes with the noted correction. Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously.
5)
ACTION TAKEN AUTHORIZING CHIEF GARCIA TO ATTEND TRAINING AT THE FBI 
NATIONAL ACADEMY IN QUANTICO VIRGINIA
Action on this item was postponed until the end of the meeting to allow the Council to go into Executive Session to seek legal advice from the City Attorney.
6)
ACTION TAKEN ON THE CITY’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE HARLINGEN COUNTRY CLUB 
FOR A NEW SIGN TO BE LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE (AREA) TO THE CLUB FACILITY

Mayor Hall explained that there is a concern that the City is contributing to a private entity, however, if the 
City of Palm Valley is made a part of the sign then it is not an issue since the sign would be 
advertising/promoting the City of Palm Valley as well.

Tom Bloemendaahl asked if the sign was compliant with the sign ordinance of the City.  Mr. Wepfer replied 
yes, it meets the requirements of the sign ordinance.


Tom Bloemendaahl further commented that there are some variables whose costs are unknown at this time 



and the Country Club has the funds to cover the majority of the costs.


Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to participate in the costs of the sign based on the necessity of 
the city to appear on the sign along with the green and yellow colors not to exceed $5,000.00


Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the voting on the motion was as follows:



Aye:  Hollingsworth; Hendrix



Nay:  None



Abstained:  Hosea, Anzaldua


(for the record both Councilmen Hosea and Anzaldua are social members of the Harlingen Country 
Club. Each filed a Conflict of Interest affidavit with the City Secretary and did not participate in any 
discussion associated with this item so as to avoid an appearance of impropriety).


Councilman Hollingsworth asked that before the sign is installed that the Mayor be given the opportunity 
to review the final design of the sign.

7)
RESOLUTION APPROVED NOMINATING JANICE CASSIDY AS THE CITY’S 
REPRESENTATIVE ON THE CAMERON APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the resolution nominating Janice Cassidy as the City

representative on the Cameron Appraisal District. Councilman Hosea seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
8)
FIRE SERVICE CONTRACT FOR 2011-12 APPROVED

Councilman Hosea made a motion to approve the fire services contract for fiscal year 2011-12 in the 
amount of $110,344.00.


Councilman Anzaldua seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
9)
ORDINANCE ADOPTED IMPLEMENTING THE NEW RATES FOR TEXAS GAS SERVICE

The City Secretary explained that the City Council approved a resolution on May 23, 2011 to review the 
Cost of Service Adjustment (COSA) and to hire legal counsel to review the rate increases requested by 
Texas Gas Service.  After negotiations and discussions held between TGS and the consultants, TGS agreed 
to reduce its original request by $72,000 in addition to the $293,572 reduction associated with the 
application of rate caps.   The new rates went into effect in August.  The Valley cities have now come 
together and have proposed that an ordinance be adopted.

Councilman Hendrix made a motion to approve the rates.  Councilman Hosea seconded the motion.


Councilman Hosea made a motion to adopt the ordinance.  Councilman Anzaldua seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the vote and the motions as noted above carried unanimously by those present.

10)   ORDINANCE ADOPTED RENEWING THE WATER CONSERVATION DROUGHT AND EMERGENCY CONTINGENCY PLAN PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE PALM VALLEY ESTATES UTILITY DISTRICT AND TO CHANGE THE NAME TO REFLECT AS THE “CITY OF PALM VALLEY WATER CONSERVATION, DROUGHT AND EMERGENCY CONTINGENCY PLAN”

  The City Secretary explained that this was mostly a ‘housekeeping’ item to change the name of the 

  Plan and at the same time to renew it.  One of the provisions of the Plan indicates that the 

        
  Plan shall be renewed at least every five (5) years.  The original Plan was adopted in 2005, thus, the 
  
  need for a renewal, mostly to change the name.


  The City Secretary further explained that there were several blanks in the document that needed to 
   
  be filled out in order for certain duties to be carried out.  Some discussion followed and most of 

          
  the blanks were filled to reflect the title of the Water Supervisor.


  With no further discussion, Councilman Hosea made a motion to adopt the ordinance to renew 
    
       
  the Plan and to change the name to the “City of Palm Valley Water Conservation, Drought and 

       
  Emergency Contingency Plan.”

  Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
11) 
TWO-MEMBER COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO MEET WITH THE PLANNING 
AND ZONING COMMISSION TO DISCUSS PROHIBITING ADULT TYPE BUSINESSES IN 
THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY


  Mr. Geane Gill was present and explained that this was an issue that the City might never have to face 

  but there is a need to discuss what the City can and cannot do to prohibit adult type businesses in Palm 

  Valley. Mr. Gill gave the Council some background history from when this issue was discussed in 
  
  previous years.  He explained that he and other members of the Planning and Zoning Commission 

  attended a meeting where Texas Municipal League attorneys were present. He recalled that at the time, 

  in the absence of this type of business being near a school or a church, the City could not prohibit such 

  a business from operating in the City.  Mr. Gill asked that the opportunity be given to reviewing 

             
  existing ordinances and see if any can be modified to prevent adult businesses in Palm Valley, all 
 
       
  within legal parameters.

  Bill Wepfer, City Attorney, explained that if the purpose is to ban them completely or make it 
     
  
  impossible for such a business to come in, this is not allowed.  You could restrict them by having them 
   
  locate within a certain type of zoning, for example, in an industrial zone.


  Further discussion followed on rezoning and the possibility of imposing the number of parking spaces 
   
  that they would be required to have.  Discussion followed on the property on Dilworth Road and it was 
  
  noted that this location would not have adequate parking.


  Mr. Gill asked that the Attorney provide case law also for review along with ordinances from other 

  cities.


  Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to appoint Councilmen Hosea and Hendrix to serve on the 
     
  Committee to meet with the Planning and Zoning Commission to study the issue.  Councilman Anzaldua 
         
  seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

13)        CONSENT AGENDA:
a. MONTHLY POLICE REPORT -  Chief Garcia went over this police report, a copy of which was included in the agenda packet.  During his report, Councilman Hosea brought up the issue of emergency calls and pointed out that when someone calls 9-1-1, nothing happens.  Chief Garcia encouraged him to use the 9-1-1 number, especially for emergencies.  Councilman Hosea recalled an incident that occurred on Ben Hogan and commented that he feels better calling the local Palm Valley police, rather than calling the 9-1-1 number.



Chief Garcia informed the Council of the training that is being required of elected officials for 


the National Incident Management System.   This training is required to qualify for Homeland 


Security 
grant funding during the next fiscal year.  Currently, the Police Department is up to date 


as an entity with the new requirements.  It is now required that ‘elected officials’ take some of the 


courses.  He explained that these courses can be taken online for free and once you complete each 


course, and pass, a certificate of completion will be emailed to the address provided.



Chief Garcia further strongly recommended the training for the elected officials and the City 


Secretary and stated that each course takes about 2 hours and that computers could be set up here 


at City Hall.


Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion that all Council members that are computer literate take 

the recommended courses.  His motion died for lack of a second.



When asked if there is a timeline in which to complete the training, Chief Garcia replied there is no 

timeline to complete the training.



Councilman Hendrix stated that he would take the training.  He had previously taken the training 


but through the City of Harlingen.


Another topic of discussion brought up by Chief Garcia was the closing of streets in Palm Valley 


for Halloween.  He informed the Council of how congested the streets get and how dangerous it is 


for pedestrian traffic during Halloween.  He stated that he would be coming before the Council 


with recommended closures and his recommendation would be to close the entry points.


Tom Bloemendaahl stated that the Country Club would be willing to lend the police golf cars for 


easy maneuvering through the streets on this evening of Halloween.

      B.  Municipal Court Report – a copy of the monthly report was included in the agenda packet for 

            the Council’s review.


      There being no further discussion, Councilman Hendrix made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  
 
      Councilman Hosea seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12)      ORDINANCE ADOPTED IMPLEMENTING A MUNICIPAL COURT TECHNOLOGY FUND

      The City Secretary recommended that an ordinance implementing a municipal court technology fund be 

      adopted as allowed by Article 102.0172 of the Code of Criminal Procedure which establishes such a 
    
      fund as long as an ordinance is adopted.


      She explained that the funds collected are to be used solely to finance the purchase of or to maintain 
   
      technological enhancements for a Municipal Court.  She stated that her goal for these funds would be to 
  
purchase software for the monthly reporting of collections that would make the reporting by staff more 
 
efficient.


Councilman Anzaldua made a motion to adopt the ordinance as recommended by the City 

      
Secretary.  


Councilman Hosea seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

14)
CHECK LISTING AND MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PALM 


VALLEY AND THE WATER SERVICE FOR AUGUST 2011 APPROVED


Mayor Hall commented that it appears that revenues are up by $39,000 but expenditures are down 


below $15,000 than budgeted so the fiscal year will end about $55,000 to the good.

Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the financial reports for the City and the 


Water Service as presented.

Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

15)
INVESTMENT REPORT FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND THE WATER SERVICE 
FOR AUGUST 2011 APPROVED

Mayor Hall commented that a CD had been renewed at 1.13%.


Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion to approve the investment report as presented.

Councilman Hosea seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
16)
PURCHASE REQUESTS


None

17)
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Monday, October 24, 2011 at 1:30 p.m.

Returning back to Item 5, Mayor Hall announced that the Council would meet in Executive Session pursuant to Section 551.071, consultation with attorney and under Section 551.074, personnel matters.


The Executive Session convened at 2:35 p.m. and concluded at 2:59 p.m.  

5) 
CHIEF GARCIA AUTHORIZED TO ATTEND FBI TRAINING IN QUANTICO VIRGINIA IN 
JULY 2012



Back in open session, Councilman Hollingsworth made a motion authorizing the Mayor to draw up a Letter 


of Agreement between the City of Palm Valley and Chief Garcia based on certain provisions discussed in 


Executive Session that would allow him to attend the training in Quantico Virginia. 



Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.




Mayor Hall took the vote and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

18)
ADJOURN

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Hosea and seconded by Councilman Hendrix.

______________________________________




Dean Hall







Mayor
______________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino
City Secretary
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