                                   PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 18, 2014

The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 18th of November, 2014 at 5:00 p.m., 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor



John M. Cutney

Council members
John Widger, Julie Martin, Joe Jones, Angela Wolf, Debe Wright

City Attorney:
Bill Wepfer

City Secretary
Sylvia R. Trevino

1)
CALL TO ORDER


Mayor Cutney called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Cutney led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

4) PRESENTATION BY LARRY VOICE, FEMA PROJECT MANAGER, REGARDING THE FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MPAS AND SECLUSION FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY, TEXAS

Larry Voice, FEMA Project Manager, was present and briefed the Council on the flood insurance rate maps.  He explained that Palm Valley will be mapped the same as it is now except there will be a note indicating that they will be restudying the area at a later date to assess the level of protection provided by the levee.  The flood insurance rate maps have been on hold for some time because there are levees which reduce the flood hazard for a portion of the community.  The certification for this levee has not been obtained at this time.  He explained that ‘seclusion’ is a method which uses current flood zones data in the areas of levees such as Palm Valley.  The levees have not been certified to determine the level of residual risk.  Currently, Palm Valley is zoned “X”.  He noted that insurance rates will not change because of seclusion.  The maps have no impact on the rates.  Seclusion means we just have to come back to do further study.   FEMA has been reaching out for support from the coastal areas.  There are three options:  1) yes, the City concurs; 2) the City does not agree, 3) the City does not oppose but there is no advantage to the City so why write a letter of support.

Mayor Cutney asked what about TxDOT as far as their design of highways to create minor flood areas.  He pointed out, for example, I-69 east and the new Interstate 2 between Harlingen and McAllen, when it rains it is difficult to flow the water south.  Mr. Voice replied he was not prepared to talk about specific drainage areas but, yes, the roadways could impact the flow.

Further discussion followed and Mr. Voice commented that if there is repetitive loss of property and you are not a resident the insurance rate would be quite high.

Councilman Jones commented that he would support a letter endorsing seclusion for Palm Valley.  He commented that the only penalty would be if someone did not qualify for low preferred risk.

5)
ACTION TAKE TO SUBMIT LETTER TO FEMA REQUESTING CONSIDERATION OF ‘SECLUSION’ FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY

Councilman Jones made a motion to submit a letter of support for ‘seclusion’ for the City of Palm Valley to FEMA.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

6)
MINUTES APPROVED – REGUILAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 21, 2014

There being no corrections, Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of October 21, 2014

Councilwoman Wolf seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

7)
MONETARY REWARD OF $2500 REINSTATED IN BUDGET FOR THE ARREST AND CONVICTION OF SUSPECTS INVOLVED IN RECENT CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES AND BUDGET AMENDMENT APPROVED

Mayor Cutney suggested that the amount be reinstated into the budget.

Councilman Widger asked if there would be any advertising of this reward.  Chief Garcia replied it would be posted on the City’s website and could also be announced on the Next Door blog.

Councilman Widger made a motion to reinstate the amount of $2500 back into the budget and amend the budget accordingly.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

8)
RECOMMENDATIONS SOLICITED FOR ADDITIONAL LOCATIONS FOR NEW STREET LIGHTS AS PART OF THE STREET LIGHTING PROJECT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-15
Mayor Cutney thanked Rosendo Flores for a job well done in preparing the map with all street lights in Palm Valley.  Mayor Cutney commented that the map does not include those lights put up by TxDot on Wilson Road and Stuart Place Road.

There was a consensus that a lot of the cul-de-sacs are very dark.

Mayor Cutney stated that the budget for fiscal year 2014-15 has a little over $11,000 for additional lights in the community.

Rosendo Flores was asked to obtain an inventory of all of the lights with their respective wattage and lumens from AEP.

Mayor Cutney asked that the Council consider making suggestions on where to locate new lights in this fiscal year.

9)
AUTHORIZATION GIVEN TO PURCHASE A CLUB CART FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Rosendo Flores stated that he solicited three quotes and he was recommending the Carryall 300 from RGV Carts in the amount of $8,871.00.

It was pointed out that the funds for the purchase of a cart were budgeted in this year’s budget in the amount of $9,000.00

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to authorize the purchase of the Carryall 300 cart as recommended by Rosendo Flores.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.



Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

10)

DISCUSSION HELD REGARDING THE INSTALLATION OF A 3 FT HIGH ‘CHAIN LINK’ FENCE AT 801 AND 809 JACK NICKLAUS; PROPERTY OWNERS: JOYCE WOZNIAK AND SALLY GALLAGHER

Mayor Cutney stated that this item was up for discussion only because there is no city ordinance that prohibits the installation of chain link fences in the single family residential zoning and he has authorized that the property owners be allowed to install such type of fences as they have requested.

Councilman Jones was of the opinion that the City should create an ordinance.  Mayor Cutney reminded him that the City already has chain link fences in the community.

Ms. Wozniak commented that, aesthetically, the fences would not be seen from the street.  Their fences would front the Stuart Place Road concrete fence.  As responsible pet owners they would prefer their dogs defecate on their own property rather than on someone else’s.  She stated that both she and Mrs. Gallagher have husbands that have limited mobility and prevents them from walking their dogs.  Having a fence would allow them to just let the dogs out in their yard.  She reminded the Council that cedar fences are also not allowed but there are some that have been erected.  

Mayor Cutney reiterated that there is nothing in the ordinances that prohibits chain link fences and possibly in the future the City could move forward with an ordinance.

Councilman Widger commented that he would not be opposed to an ordinance but that he would support approving the fence requests.

Bill Wepfer, City Attorney, reminded the Council that they have to ask themselves if this is a ‘health and safety’ issue.  Having an ordinance in place would not address the health and safety issues.  Fences usually are aesthetics issues. 
In conclusion, there was a consensus that authorization would be granted to Mrs. Gallagher and Mrs. Wozniak to install their fences on their properties as requested by them.

11)
ENGINEERING FIRM SELECTED TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THE TEXAS POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (TPDES) PERMIT RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY

Rosendo Flores stated that the renewal of the permit would be valid for five (5) more years.  He stated that Sigler, Winston, Greenwood and Associates submitted the application ten years ago.  Their proposal for the renewal is for $22,500.00.  David Flinn’s proposal is for $7,500.
When asked why the big difference in the two proposals, Mr. Flores replied that David Flinn is already familiar with the City’s sewer plant and he will be providing the same services as what Sigler, Winston, Greenwood and Associates has proposed.

Councilwoman Martin made a motion to authorize Flinn, Ferris and Medina to complete and submit the TPDES permit renewal application for the City of Palm Valley.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12)
CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Police Monthly Report – October 2014 / Neighborhood Watch (update)

B. Municipal Court Monthly Report – October 2014

C. Monthly Check Listing – October 2014

D. Monthly Financial Report (budget) – October 2014

E. Investment Report – October 2014

Councilman Widger questioned the citation on Line 8 and #21.  Chief Garcia stated that he would check into it.  

Councilman Jones, as a note of observation, commented that it was strange that on five of the vehicle break-ins, there was no forced entry and yet nothing was taken.  Chief Garcia explained that it could be that there was nothing there that the robbers were looking for.  He stated that the biggest ‘take away’ on these break-ins was that all of the vehicles were unlocked.

Chief Garcia proceeded to explain that three officers resigned: 1 part time and 2 reserves.  He currently has three reserves in training.  He doubled up his efforts and the burglaries have stopped.  The new reserves should be ready in time for Christmas.  They will keep an eye on package deliveries as much as they can.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the consent agenda.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

At this time Mr. Porrell, from the audience, asked if he would need a permit to extend his driveway.  The reply was yes.

13) BUDGET ADJUSTMENT APPROVED

Councilman Widger explained this budget adjustment was necessary to account for the credit card fees and expenses.  

Mayor Cutney added that the policy on credit card transactions is that $4.00 is charged on transactions of less than $100.00 and 4% on transactions greater than $100.00.

Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the budget adjustments as recommended.
Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.




Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

14) TEXAS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE TRIP REPORT BY MAYOR PRO TEM JOHN WIDGER

Councilman Widger highlighted some of the topics of interest that were discussed at the Conference:

Health Care – The City of Palm Valley has a very good insurance policy through Texas Municipal League.  As a small city, TML is the best option.

Employee Savings Plan – Currently, the employees have a deferred compensation plan through Mass Mutual. The expense ratio does not affect the City but Councilman Widger commented it would be good to find a lower ratio that would give a better rate of return for the participating employees.

Policing – This topic was about better use of volunteers.  The Texas Law Enforcement Recognition Program is the website that provides insight into using volunteers to help the police.  Councilman Widger recommended that the City of Palm Valley apply for the recognition program which is basically a certification that the City has the best practices in place.  He added that we should consider actively encouraging the neighborhood watch program and other volunteer efforts which would be coordinated with the police efforts.  He stated that the annual subscription to the recognition program is $550.00

Chief Garcia added that this opens up networking opportunities.  For example, the policy manual is free.  It is easy for the City to be compliant because we do have a jail and no dispatchers.  The policies can be made to fit our needs.  The policy is good for four years accreditation but the Chief has to be a member at a fee of $350.00, travel pay for inspectors to come down.  There would be a total not to exceed $800-$1,000 (just for travel and living expenses) one time every four years.  This amount would not include the annual subscription of $550 nor $130.00 for the recognition program.
Councilman Widger commented that he would be in favor of the Chief coming up with a proposal.

Councilman Widger continued his report and briefly spoke on the discussion held regarding city attorneys such as setting expectations, time and production and responses.

Continuing with the Small Cities Advisory Council, Councilman Widger stated that Palm Valley is in Region 12 and this is an organization for small cities.  The Mayor of Laguna Vista, Susie Houston, is the current representative for Region 12.  He added that there is also a Regional Small Cities Coalition that is governed through the LRGV Development Council.  The Coalition meets monthly and the meetings are held throughout the Valley.  There is no membership fee.  The Coalition discusses issues that impact small cities and discusses strategies on what the Coalition wants for its member cities.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Jones and a second by Councilwoman Wright.

______________________________________

John M. Cutney, Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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