PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 17, 2015

The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 17th of February 2015 at 5:00 p.m., 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor



John M. Cutney

Council members
Joe Jones, Debe Wright, Angela Wolf

Absent:
John Widger, Julie Martin

City Secretary
Sylvia R. Trevino


City Staff:


Chief A. R. Garcia, Rosendo Flores
1)
CALL TO ORDER


Mayor Cutney called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Mayor Cutney led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 20, 2015 AND SPECIAL MEETING OF FEBRUARY 2, 2015

There being no corrections to be made, Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 20, 2015.  Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.
Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of February 2, 2015, as presented.  Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motions carried unanimously.

5) WAIVER REQUEST BY THE HARLINGEN COUNTRY CLUB TO THE FIREWORKS ORDINANCE APPROVED

Jeff Murray, General Manager of the Harlingen Country Club, explained that he wanted to see if the Club could get a waiver to the ordinance before he would proceed to contact a licensed, bonded company to do the fireworks on July 4, 2015 on the golf course.  He added that the City of Harlingen fire department would be available and so would the emergency medical technicians (EMTs).

The fireworks would be displayed from the middle of the pond, straight back from the Club House.  If he was granted the waiver, he would then seek bids for a contractor.

Councilman Jones commented that this was a great idea and made a motion to grant a waiver as requested by Mr. Murray.

Mayor Cutney stated that he had already received two complaints from residents who are worried about their property.  One person had questioned why if there is money for fireworks, why not fix the bulkheads?

Mr. Murray replied that the bulkheads are being fixed.

Councilwoman Wolf seconded the motion made by Councilman Jones.

Mayor Cutney stated that his concern was the safety issue and noted that the City’s ordinance does prohibit fireworks in the City.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

6) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND HARLINGEN COUNTRY CLUB FOR USE OF THE CLUB’S PARKING LOTS IN EXCHANGE FOR SWEEPING SERVICES BY THE CITY FOR SUCH PARKING LOTS APPROVED
Mayor Cutney explained that he had spoken to Mr. Murray and he has been kind enough to allow the City to use the parking lot for City events and has also lent a golf cart for use by the police during the night shift.  This MOU would be an understanding for future Mayors and Council members that there is a MOU in place with the Country Club.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the MOU.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

7) TEXAS FLEET FUEL AUTHORIZED AS THE DESIGNATED PROVIDER OF FUEL FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY’S FLEET OF VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY

Jesse Ramirez, representing Texas Fleet Fuel, commented that the City would be paying the refinery cost, there is also better reporting on the use and consumption of fuel and he estimates the first year’s savings should be 12-15% and a savings on the refinery cost of about 5 to 10 cents per gallon.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve Texas Fleet Fuel as the authorized provider of fuel for the City’s fleet of vehicles, equipment and machinery.

Councilwoman Wolf seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

8) PROPOSAL SELECTED FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Mayor Cutney encouraged the Council to select the bidder whose price was closest to the estimate that was provided by a non-bidder.  He indicated that the City would be providing the carpet.

Councilman Jones commented that it was a shame that the two bidders that submitted a proposal were not present.  The City Secretary stated that both bidders had been invited to this meeting and to the previous meeting.

Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the proposal submitted by ML Services in the amount of $6,100.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.


9) EXPENDITURES UP TO $1,200 FOR THE CITY’S FIRST ‘FUN RUN’ APPROVED

With the absence of Councilwoman Martin, Mayor Cutney commented that the $1,200 does not consider the donations or sponsorships or the money that will be brought in from the registrations.  A handout was distributed that showed a breakdown of the anticipated expenses, thus far.  Volunteers are still needed and pending are the tables and chairs for the event, cost for tents, a second bid from an additional vendor for the kids’ ‘bouncer’.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve up to $1,250 (thus far and as per the handout) for the event.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

10)
ORDINANCE ADOPTED ABOLISHING THE BUILDING AND PERMIT COMMITTEE

Mayor Cutney noted that most cities do not have this type of committee and the Building Inspector, Luis Ramos, affirmed this.  Mayor Cutney stated that the Building Inspector would be the one to recommend the issuance of building permits.

Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt the ordinance abolishing the Building and Permit Committee.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

11) LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM WILLIAM WEPFER, CITY ATTORNEY, ACCEPTED

A letter of resignation from the City Attorney, William Wepfer, was presented for acceptance.

Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the Letter of Resignation from William Wepfer.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12) AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND JASON MANN FOR INTERIM LEGAL SERVICES APPROVED

Mayor Cutney explained he had spoken with Jason Mann after receiving the Letter of Resignation from Bill Wepfer to see if he would be interested in serving as the Interim City Attorney.  An agreement similar to the one that Bill Wepfer had with the City was presented to Mr. Mann for his review and consideration.

Mr. Jason Mann explained that the retainer fee of $500 would be impossible to quantify.  That fee would mostly cover attending Council meetings and Municipal Court prosecutions.
Other additional work such as drafting ordinances, resolution, conducts litigations---these would be subject to an hourly fee.  The average hourly fee would be $150.00.

In conclusion, Mr. Mann stated that for the $500 retainer fee, he would 1) attend Council meetings; 2) pre-trial Court hearings; and 3) answer legal questions; 4) be available for telephone calls from City staff, Mayor and Council members..

For an hourly rate of $150.00 he would 1) draft ordinances, resolutions and other legal documents; 2) review contracts and other legal documents; 3) research legal matters and draft legal opinions; 4) conduct litigation and negotiations.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the Agreement, subject to the amendments as noted by Mr. Mann.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

13)             NEWSPAPER AD FOR THE POSITION OF CITY ATTORNEY APPROVED

It was noted that this would be a one time publication but if a second one was required due to lack of applicants, a second ad would be published.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the ad for the position of City Attorney.

Councilwoman Wolf seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

14) ORDINANCE ADOPTED CALLING A CITY GENERAL ELECTION TO ELECT ONE (1) MAYOR, (2) COUNCIL MEMBERS AND A SPECIAL ELECTION TO ELECT (1) CANDIDATE TO FILL THE REMAINING ONE YEAR TERM OF THE APPOINTED POSITION – BOTH ELECTIONS TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2015
The City Secretary explained that this is the ordinance that calls and orders the elections as required by the election rules.

Councilman Jones made a motion to adopt the ordinance as presented.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

15)             CONSENT AGENDA:

A. Police Monthly Report – January 2015

B. Municipal Court Monthly Report – January 2015

C. Monthly Check Listing – January 2015

D. Monthly Financial Report (budget) – January 2015

E. Investment Report – January 2015

Councilman Jones asked about a citation that was listed on the monthly report and Chief Garcia explained the situation regarding that ticket.  Minor discussion followed on the policy for the body cameras.  It was pointed out these cameras were purchased for the safety of the officers.

Mayor Cutney complimented Chief Garcia on the training sessions he conducts at TSTC for officers from other cities, some of which are attended by Palm Valley officers at no cost.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the consent agenda.

Councilwoman Wolf seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:38 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Jones and a second by Councilwoman Wright.

_______________________________

John M. Cutney, Mayor

Attest:

_______________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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