PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 17, 2015

The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 17th day of November 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor Pro Tem
John Widger


Absent:

Mayor George Rivera


Council members:
Debe Wright; Cissie NeSmith; Joe Jones;





Julie Martin


City Secretary:
Sylvia R. Trevino


City Attorney:

Jason Mann


City Staff:

A. R. Garcia, Police Chief





Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor

1) CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Pro Tem Widger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Pro Tem Widger led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Charles Ramsey gave an update on the Neighborhood Watch Program.  He indicated that the program is doing well and he continues to get more volunteers.
4) MINUTES FOR APPROVAL – REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 27, 2017

With no corrections to be made, Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 27, 2015.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Widger took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

5)
RESOLUTION APPROVED SUBMITTING VOTE FOR THE CITY’S REPRESENTATIVE ON THE CAMERON COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD FOR POSITION NINE
The City Secretary explained that the resolution is to officially submit the vote for Ricardo Morado to serve as the small cities’ representative on the Cameron County Appraisal District Board of Directors. Ms. Trevino recommended approval.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the resolution.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Widger took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

6) DISCUSSION HELD REGARDING THE 15 MPH SPEED LIMIT ON CURVE AT DILWORTH AND BOUGAINVILLEA

Mayor Pro Tem Widger stated that a County representative was not able to attend the meeting.

Dick Faxon commented that it would be appropriate to check into the ownership of the road (Dilworth) and research the legality as to who decides what goes on the road.

Jason Mann offered to speak to the County to see who set the speed limit to begin with.

Chief Garcia stated it was his understanding that half of the road belongs to the City and half belongs to the County.  As to who has the right to set the speed limit, he does not know.  The County has the right going north.  Everything south belongs to the City----from Bellino south to Bougainvillea but it would not make sense to have two different speed limit signs.  He added that the fence line on Dilworth is the actual city limit boundary.  The actual curve is the City’s but as it straightens out, it is County.

Jason Mann commented that there should have been a study done to have set the speed limit at 15 mph.

Councilman Jones made a motion to have Jason Mann research what is required to change the speed limit and report back at the next Council meeting.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Widger took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

7) FUNDING ALLOCATED AND BUDGET AMENDED FOR THE LANDSCAPING PROJECT ALONG STUART PLACE ROAD

Mayor Pro Tem Widger explained that the funds would be to finish up the project.  Councilwoman Martin stated that she was waiting on the landscaping rocks but she was waiting for Dr. McKenna to finish up the landscaping on the entry median to the city to try to coordinate a similar look.

Councilwoman Martin made a motion to allocate $5,000 for the remainder of the year and amend the budget accordingly.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Widger took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

8)

CONSENT AGENDA:

A.  Police Monthly Report – October 2015

Chief Garcia briefly reported on the street closure being planned for the Lighting of the Palms Event.  The street will be closed in front of the tennis courts between El Camino Real.  This will only be for a few hours.  Chief Garcia thanked Mr. Ramsey for this involvement with the Neighborhood Watch Program and indicated that recently the officers have found car doors wide open on mostly the east side.

Councilwoman Martin pointed out that there are still walkers/runners not wearing their reflective gear.  Chief Garcia indicated that the officers are now issuing citations to those in violation of the ordinance.

Councilwoman NeSmith mentioned the ‘skater’ that skates in the middle of the road.  Chief Garcia stated that the individual has been issued a citation for impeding traffic.

Chief Garcia further reported that he has ordered the new police vehicle locally from Tipton Motors.  He is in the process of getting the equipment quote.  He added that he is still negotiating the sale of the old vehicle.   He also stated that the new vehicle carries a 5-year or 100,000 mile warranty.

B. Municipal Court Monthly Report – October 2015
C. Monthly Check Listing – October 2015

D. Monthly Financial Report – October 2015

E. Monthly Investment Report – October 2015


There being no further discussion on the consent agenda, Councilman Jones made 
a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.


Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Widger took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

At this time, Councilwoman Martin made a motion to go into CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING ATTORNEY CONSULTATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 (CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. GOVERNMENT CODE) TO PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL IN CONNECTION WITH THE EXISTING STREET PROJECT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND RHYNER CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.


8) The Executive Session convened at 5:24 p.m. and concluded at 5:39 p.m. with no action taken in closed session.

9) ACTION TAKEN REGARDING THE EXISTING STREET PROJECT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND RHYNER CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC.
Back in open session, Councilman Jones made a motion to consider the contract with Rhyner Construction and for the City to pay the remaining balance.

Councilwoman NeSmith seconded the motion.

Mayor Pro Tem Widger took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Jones and a second by Councilwoman Martin.
_____________________________

John Widger, Mayor Pro Tem

Attest:

______________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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