Palm Valley City Council

Minutes

Regular Meeting

August 27, 2012

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 27th day of August 2012, at 1:30 p.m., 1313 Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following people:
MAYOR
               Dean Hall
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT 
Marvin Hendrix, Debe Wright, John Widger,


Ray Anzaldua

Absent:




Bill Werley, Sr.

CITY ATTORNEY


William Wepfer, City Attorney
CITY SECRETARY


Sylvia R. Trevino
Staff Present:



Pat Gonzalez, Police Officer





Rosendo Flores, Public Works (Supervisor)

1) CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Hall led the Pledge of Allegiance.
3) PUBLIC COMMENTS
John Cutney asked if there had been any problems voiced by the citizens regarding the ditch between Bouganvillea and Stuart Place.
He commented further on the gate closures and stated that he was happy to see that the robberies decreased.  He stated that the problem with suspects coming through Dilworth Road will continue unless temporary gates are placed in the city’s budget so that the expense is not removed unless there is Council action.  He encouraged the start of this project.
4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JUNE 25, 2012

Councilman Anzaldua noted that on Page 3 he is shown as taking action on a motion, however, he was not 
present at the meeting.


Councilman Widger noted that on Page 1, Line 41, the word ‘required’ be changed to ‘allowed’.  The City 
Secretary will make these changes.


With the noted corrections to the minutes Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the minutes.  
Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.
5) PUBLIC HEARING TO HEAR COMMENTS FOR OR AGAINST THE ADOPTION OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-13

Mayor Hall declared the public hearing open.


Mayor Hall explained that the budget will raise more total property taxes than last year’s budget by $4,724 
or 0.99%. Of that amount $103.73 is tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the tax roll this 

year. He noted that the tax rate, however, did not increase and it has been flat for about five years.


Mayor Hall further explained that the two appointed Committee members met to discuss the proposed 
budget.

There being no comments from the public the public hearing was closed.
6) ORDINANCE ADOPTED ADOPTING THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-13.


Mayor Hall pointed out that the 2012-13 budget would no longer require the transfer from the Water 
Department to the City for the fire services fees.  This fee will continue to be collected in the Water 
Department and be paid out from the Water Department.  He further stated that the auditors were in 
agreement that this transfer from fund to fund be eliminated.   



Councilman Widger questioned if the amount budgeted for the street lights accounted for the additional 
lights on Dilworth Road.  Mayor Hall replied yes.

Mayor Hall explained that the planned capital expenditures in the Water Department budget were for the 
purchase of the street sweeper and a new golf cart.  The purchase of the street sweeper was previously 
authorized by Council action earlier in the year.

7) PUBLIC HEARING TO HEAR COMMENTS FOR OR AGAINST THE ADOPTION OF THE TAX RATE FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY OF $0.422541/$100 VALUE


Mayor Hall declared the public hearing open.


It was pointed out that the tax rate has remained flat for about five years.


John Cutney questioned whether any money would be added to the budget for the gate closures.  Mayor 
Hall replied that this item could be placed on the next Council action for the Council’s consideration.


He further added that the traffic regarding the recent burglaries has not been through the roads but rather 
through open areas from the east and if you are going to gate a community you have to attribute it to safety.


Councilman Anzaldua commented that it would have to be fenced all the way around.


Councilwoman Wright asked if there had been any response to the letters that were mailed encouraging 
residents to fence their open spaces.  The City Secretary replied that there had been a few applications for 
fences but no responses of any kind had been voiced by the actual recipients of the letters.  Councilwoman 
Wright commented that it is the yards that need to get fenced.


There being no further comments Mayor Hall declared the public hearing closed.


8)
ORDINANCE ADOPTED ADOPTING THE TAX RATE FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AT 
$0.422541/$100 VALUE


Mayor Hall explained that the adoption of the ordinance requires specific language due to the fact that the 
tax revenue will be raised from new property added to the tax roll this year although the tax rate remains the 
same as last year.

Councilman Widger made the following motion:


I move that the property tax rate be increased by the adoption of a tax rate of 0.422541 which is 


effectively a 1.05 percent increase in the tax rate and that the ordinance be adopted reflecting the 



proposed tax rate of 0.422541 for fiscal year 2012-13.

Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.


Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
9)
CONTRACT RENEWED FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR (FTA) PROGRAM OFFERED BY THE 
DRIVER LICENSE DIVISION THROUGH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY


The City Secretary explained that this contract allows the Texas Department of Public Safety to deny the 
renewal of a driver’s license to anyone that has outstanding citations issued by the City of Palm Valley.  The 
individual is required to come to Municipal Court to pay his/her pending citation before DPS will issue their 
driver’s license.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the contract renewal.


Councilman Hendrix seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
10)
CONSENT AGENDA:
a. Police Report – July 2012 – Officer Pat Gonzalez gave the police report for July 2012 and informed the Council that the crime rate has dropped to almost nothing.  The officers are now back to doing their shift work only and the double patrol has seized. 
b. Municipal Court report – July 2012 – No discussion.


Councilman Anzaldua made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilman Hendrix seconded the 
motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

11)
  CHECK LISTINGS AND MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE CITY OF PALM 
       
  VALLEY AND THE WATER SERVICE FOR JULY 2012 APPROVED
       
  There being no discussion, Councilman Hendrix made a motion to approve the check listings and monthly 
  
  financial reports for the City and the Water Service for July 2012.

  Councilman Widger seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

12)
INVESTMENT REPORTS FOR JULY FOR THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY AND THE WATER 
SERVICE APPROVED


There being no discussion Councilman Anzaldua made a motion to approve the investment reports for 
both the City and the Water Service for the month of July.


Councilman Widger seconded the motion.



Mayor Hall took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

13) 
PURCHASE REQUESTS – NONE
14)     ADJOURN

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. upon a motion by 
Councilman 
Hendrix and seconded by Councilman Widger.

_______________________________

Dean Hall, Mayor
Attest:

_____________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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