PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

SPECIAL MEETING

NOVEMBER 13, 2013

The City Council for the City of Palm Valley met in Special Session on the 13th day of November 2013 at 5:00 p.m., 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor




John M. Cutney


Council members


John Widger, Julie C. Martin, Joe Jones







Debe Wright, Bill Werley, Sr.


City Attorney



Bill Wepfer


Also present:



Rick Navarro


City Secretary


Sylvia R. Trevino

      1)
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Cutney called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Cutney led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

Dean Hall commented that in 2000 the City tried to close the streets and the City lost the cause.  At issue then and now is that the people have a say whether or not to close the streets in Palm Valley.  There is county law and state law that set out how the streets are closed.  He stated that there are 20 living on the affected streets that are prepared to join the lawsuit.  There are five roads being considered for closure so that averages to about 4 people on each road that say ‘no gates’.

Councilman Werley asked if one person objects then the road can not be closed.  Mr. Hall replied that is correct. 
For the record on public comments, Mayor Cutney read a note on behalf of Edna Butler who could not be present at the meeting which stated that she is in favor of the gates and she is in favor of keeping the city speed limit at 25 mph.

5)
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO FORMALLY RETAIN THE LEGAL SERVICES OF THE LAW FIRM OF DENTON, NAVARRO, ROCHA AND BERNAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING LEGAL REPRESENTATION TO THE CITY OF PALM VALLEY IN CONNECTION WITH THE PENDING LAWSUIT STYLED AND NUMBERED MATT GORGES, ET. AL. VS CITY OF PALM VALLEY, CAUSE NO. 2013-DCL-6766-C (197TH  DISTRICT COURT, CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS)

Councilman Widger made a motion to table this item.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.


Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

4)
CLOSED/EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING ATTORNEY CONSULTATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.071 (CHAPTER 551, SUBCHAPTER D., V.T.C.A. GOVERNMENT CODE) TO PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE AND COUNSEL IN CONNECTION WITH PENDING LAWSUIT STYLED AND NUMBERED MATT GORGES, ET. AL. VS CITY OF PALM VALLEY, CAUSE NO. 2013-DCL-6766-C (197TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT, CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS)

Councilman Jones made a motion to go into Closed/Executive Session.  

Councilman Werley seconded the motion.


Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

The Closed/Executive Session convened at 5:05 p.m. and concluded at 5:41 with no action taken in closed session.

Item No. 5 was brought back to the table.

Councilman Jones stated that in his opinion and based on research he has conducted, the closing of the gates is not going to happen and he does not want to spend any more money on attorney fees.

Councilwoman Martin stated that enough people want the gates so it validates the Council moving forward with this project and hiring someone to represent the City is a good idea.

Councilman Widger agreed with Councilwoman Martin.  He stated that by retaining legal counsel the City is able to obtain a different opinion and the City is not committing to a large amount of money at this time.

Councilman Werley stated that he agreed with the other Council members.  The Council is entrusted to be custodians of the taxpayers’ money and that needs to be looked at with the same importance.

Councilman Werley made a motion to retain the law firm of Denton, Rocha, Navarro and Bernal to represent the City of Palm Valley in the lawsuit.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

Mayor Cutney took the votes and the motion carried as follows:


Aye:  Werley, Widger, Martin, Wright


Nay:   Jones

The motion carried 4 to 1. 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5: 45 p.m.

___________________________

John M. Cutney, Mayor

Attest:

___________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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