PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 17, 2016
The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in Regular Session on the 17th day of May, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor


George Rivera

Council members:
John Widger, Julie Martin, Debe Wright, Cissie NeSmith, Cynthia Thompson

Absent:

Joe Jones


City Secretary:
Sylvia R. Trevino


City Attorney:

Jason Mann


City Staff:

A. R. Garcia, Police Chief





Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor

1) CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Rivera called the meeting to order.

2)
      PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Mayor Rivera led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS – Janice Robinson, 1016 Palm Valley Drive East, was present to inform the Council and the audience of the potential of having an assisted living facility here in Palm Valley.  She is the current owner of Angel Care, another assisted living facility in Harlingen, and because of the aging population in Palm Valley, she felt that such a facility is needed.  Her home is conducive for this type of facility and she would house up to 10 residents only.
Mayor Rivera indicated that he would place an item on the agenda for Council meeting in July.
4) OFFICIAL CANVASS OF ELECTION RESULTS FROM THE MAY 7, 2016 CITY GENERAL ELECTION TO ELECT THREE (3) COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Rivera appointed Councilwoman Martin and NeSmith to serve as the Canvassing Committee.  The City Secretary presented the Committee with the original tally sheets for verification of totals.

5) RESOLUTION ADOPTED DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE CITY’S GENERAL ELECTION

Mayor Rivera announced the results of the election:

	CANDIDATE
	EARLY VOTING
	ELECTION DAY
	TOTAL

	Paul W. Powers
	           14
	              8
	    22

	John Widger            
	           95
	            26
	   121

	Quentin Keyes
	           86
	            33
	   119

	Deborah Owens Wright
	         108                       
	            38
	   146

	Charles Ramsey
	           59
	            14
	     73

	Cynthia A. Thompson
	         102                
	            40
	   142


Mayor Rivera announced that the elected officials for the 2016-2018 are:


John Widger                      -  121 votes

Deborah Owens Wright    -  146 votes

Cynthia A. Thompson      -   142 votes
Councilwoman NeSmith made a motion to adopt the resolution declaring the winners as announced by Mayor Rivera.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

6)
OATHS OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED/STATEMENT OF ELECTED OFFICIALS AND CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION PRESENTED
Judge David Sanchez administered the Oaths of Office to the newly elected officials:  John Widger, Debe Wright and Cynthia A. Thompson.  The candidates signed the required documents for elected officials.
7)
      PRESENTATION TO COUNCILWOMAN CISSIE NESMITH

Mayor Rivera presented a plaque of appreciation along with a gift to Councilwoman NeSmith for her service and dedication as a Council member during 2015-2016.

At this time, Councilwoman Thompson took her place at the Council table.

8)
      MAYOR PRO TEM APPOINTED

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to appoint Councilman Widger as the Mayor Pro Tem for 2016-17.
Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
9)
RESOLUTION APPROVED DESIGNATING SIGNATORIES FOR TRANSACTIONS WITH THE CITY’S BANKING DEPOSITORIES

The City Secretary explained that this resolution is required by the bank every time there is a new elected official.
Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the resolution.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

10)
MINUTES FOR APPROVAL – REGULAR MEETING OF APRIL 19,          2016

There being no corrections to the minutes, Councilwoman Martin made a    motion to approve the minutes.

                 Councilwoman Thompson seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.
11) ORDINANCE ADOPTED AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2006-4: SECTION 8-303(1) TO ADD GOLF CARTS AND MOTORCYUCLES TO THE EXCEPTIONS

Councilman Widger summarized that this ordinance will allow golf carts and motorcycles to park in the residents’ driveways.

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to adopt the ordinance.

Councilwoman Wright seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12) DISCUSSION (ONLY) REGARDING ESTABLISHING A ‘NO PARKING’ ZONE ON PORTIONS OF JACK NICKLAUS, SAM SNEAD AND BYRON NELSON

Mayor Rivera explained that this came about as a result of the proposed park on Jack Nicklaus.  Whether there was a park or not, there is not sufficient space for emergency vehicles to drive through---the street is not wide enough and it becomes a safety issue.

Chief Garcia stated that most of the residents in that area police themselves and there has never been a problem with emergency vehicles getting through.  There have been a couple of calls but the public safety is on the emergency part of it.

Councilwoman Wright indicated that there was an issue at Los Amigos and that is why a ‘no parking zone’ was established there.

Further discussion followed and it was stated that the concern is would be as to which side of the street gets the ‘no parking’.  A comment was made that an ordinance could be created for ‘no blocking of the street’.

Part of the discussion was that Jack Nicklaus could be a ‘one way’ and that could also be issues with the cul-de-sacs.
There was a consensus that Jason Mann would do some research.  He suggested a possible ordinance that would prohibit parking in a thoroughfare of the city.

It was agreed that a public hearing could be held at the next meeting in July.

13)
BID ON THE SALE OF THE 2003 HONDA S2000 ACCEPTED

Councilwoman Thompson opened the sole sealed bid that was received in the mail.  It was for the amount of $5,777.00.

Chief Garcia added that he had been communicating via email with another interested party out of Eagle Pass.  She expressed interest just by looking at the pictures and without physically viewing the car.

The interested party submitted an email offering $8,050.00.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to accept the email offer of $8,050.00

Councilwoman Thompson seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

14)       CONSENT AGENDA:

a. Police Monthly Report – April 2016

Neighborhood Watch Program – update

b. Municipal Court Monthly Report – April 2016

c. Monthly Check Listing – April 2016

d. Monthly Financial Report – April 2016

e. Monthly Investment Report – April 2016

Chief Garcia noted a correction to his report from the last meeting.  He stated that the new transmission was for the newer truck that the City is keeping.  He has been talking to the City of Los Indios about the old truck and they have expressed an interest in it.

Chief Garcia stated that the new SUV is pretty close to being ready.

He reported on some damage to the Golf Course and Jason Mann commented that it is up to the property owner to enforce criminal trespass on the Golf Course.

Charles Ramsey reported briefly on the Neighborhood Watch Program and commented that he is losing volunteers.  Two officers on duty cannot protect every area of the community.

Councilman Widger made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. upon a motion by Councilwoman Martin and a second by Councilman Widger.

________________________________

George Rivera, Mayor


Attest:

_______________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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