PALM VALLEY CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

JULY 27, 2016
The City Council of the City of Palm Valley met in a Regular Meeting on the 27th day of July, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at 1313 N. Stuart Place Road, Palm Valley, Texas.  The meeting was attended by the following persons:


Mayor


George Rivera

Council members:
John Widger, Julie Martin, Debe Wright, Cynthia Thompson, Joe Jones


City Secretary:
Sylvia R. Trevino


City Attorney:

Jason Mann


City Staff:

A. R. Garcia, Police Chief





Rosendo Flores, Waterworks Supervisor




1) CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Rivera called the meeting to order.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Mayor Rivera led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Rivera announced that he would take some items out of order.

4) PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF THE CITY’S ANNUAL AUDIT FOR YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

Robert Rodriguez, auditor with Long Chilton, LLP, presented the City’s annual budget and went over the highlights:

· The assets of the governmental activities exceeded its liabilities at the close of the most recent fiscal year by $2,128,952 (net position) compared to $2,055,972 in the prior year.  Of this amount $349,665 and $359,329 (unrestricted net position) for 2015 and 2014, respectively, may be used to meet the government’s ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.

· The assets of the City Water Services exceeded its liabilities at the close of the most recent fiscal year by $2,519,961 (net position) and $2,515,712 (net position in the prior year).  Of this amount, $732,851 and $664,185 (unrestricted net position) for 2015 and 2014, respectively, may be used to meet the Water Services’ ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors.

· As of the close of the current fiscal year, the City’s governmental fund reported ending fund balance of $337,076 and $347,317 for 2015 and 2014, respectively.

· Investments for the City as a whole represent $0 or 0.0% of total assets in the current fiscal year and $97,866 or 2.1% in the prior year.

He reported neither significant deficiencies nor material weaknesses identified.

Mr. Rodriguez reported that while the City’s general ledger accounting did not properly reflect the City’s financial activity throughout the year, the City has made significant improvements; however, some adjusting entries were still required.

Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the City’s financial audit for fiscal year ending September 30, 2015.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jimmie Traylor and Charles Kaufmann, both residents of Los Amigos Townhomes, were present to request that the speed bumps, where they are currently placed, be removed.

Mayor Rivera offered to place this topic on the next Council agenda for a full discussion.

5)
MINUTES FOR APPROVAL – REGULAR MEETING OF MAY 17, 2016 AND SPECIAL MEETING OF JUNE 8, 2016

There being no corrections to the minutes as submitted, Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to approve both sets of minutes.

       Councilman Jones seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

6) REQUEST BY JANICE ROBINSON FOR AN ASSISTED LIVINIG FACILITY AT 1016 PALM VALLEY DRIVE EAST DENIED

Janice Robinson, property owner, was present to see if the City would be interested in allowing her residence to be turned into an assisted living facility for the elderly.  She felt that this is a service that is needed here in Palm Valley.  She understands that she would need approval from the Fire Marshal and the State as well.  She indicated that she did not want to invest money into the facility if it was not accepted in the community.  She added that the house currently sits vacant.

Mayor Rivera commented that he had promised her an audience and pointed out that the City has stringent rules against this type of facility.  He personally ran for Mayor to get the City younger and not older and he, for one, is opposed to it.

Councilwoman Thompson asked how the current regulations read.  Jason Mann replied that assisted living facilities are prohibited by the current ordinance.  The Council would need to rewrite the ordinance to allow for a commercial business---residential care home for the elderly.

Councilwoman Martin stated that she had received calls from residents, all expressed opposition to the proposed facility.  She indicated that she would be opposed to it, as well.

Councilwoman Thompson stated that she, too, received calls and that she, too, was opposed to it.

Councilman Widger indicated that all responses to the request have been against the facility.
Mayor Rivera commented that it appears that the current Council would all vote against the facility and the current ordinance will remain as is.

No motion was made on this item and, therefore, no action was taken.

7)
RESOLUTION ADOPTED IN SUPPORT OF THE CAMERON COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT’S #5 APPLICATION FOR A FLOOD PROTECTION PLANNING GRANT FROM THE TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Alan Moore, General Manager, was present to ask for a resolution from the City.  The intent is use the grant to update the modeling of the drainage system to include some improvements which were not included in the original model and to implement some new technology which did not exist at the time of the original model.  He explained that the City passed a similar resolution when the original model was developed.

Mr. Moore asked for the City’s support and added that the grant requires in-kind contribution from the City, which would be mostly staff time, only as needed.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to approve the resolution showing the City’s support.

Councilman Jones seconded the motion.


Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously.

8) RESOLUTION APPROVED ENGAGING MR. GEOFFREY GAY OF THE LAW FIRM OF LLOYD GOSSELINK ROCHELLE AND TOWNSEND, PC TO REVIEW THE TEXAS GAS COMPANY’S COST OF SERVICE ADJUSTMENT (COSA) FILING 
Mayor Rivera pointed out that the expenses incurred by the cities for legal or consultant professional services will be reimbursed by Texas Gas Service.

Councilman Jones made a motion to approve the resolution.
Councilman Thompson seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

9) JANE MERCIER APPOINTED TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD

Mayor Rivera explained that the Parks Board is recommending Jane Mercier to the Parks Board to replace Bob Brown who has moved away.

Councilman Widger nominated Jane Mercier to the Parks Board.

Councilwoman Wright made a motion to appoint Jane Mercier to the Parks Board.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

12) REQUEST BY JEFFREY GAVER TO BUILD A FENCE AT 5610 SAM SNEAD APPROVED
Jeffrey Gaver was present to appeal the Building Inspector’s decision to deny him a fence permit at 5610 Sam Snead.  He presented a sketch of the proposed options for the fence.

The Council gathered to review the sketch and allowed Mr. Gaver to explain his options.  It was concluded that the best option would be the proposal to build the fence from the back of the house (which faces the sidewalk) to the property’s pins on each side of the house at an angle and this would keep parallel with the neighbor’s fence.
Luis Ramos agreed that the allowable fence would meet ordinance requirements.

The option agreed to would not require a variance, therefore, no motion was required.

10) DISCUSSION HELD ON A NO PARKING ZONE ON PORTIONS OF JACK NICKLAUS, SAM SNEAD AND BYRON NELSON

Mayor Rivera commented that this has been an ongoing topic and the question is do we allow a no parking zone or not?

Sally Gallagher, a resident on Jack Nicklaus, stated that there is no need to do one sided parking.  “Leave it as is”.

Mayor Rivera expressed concern over the fact that it is difficult for emergency vehicles to pass through if there are cars parked on both sides and he asked the City Attorney if the City was liable in such a situation.  Jason Mann replied no.

Mayor Rivera commented that this issue came up when the discussions were being held regarding the proposed park on Jack Nicklaus.

It was noted that there has never been an issue with emergency vehicles not being able to pass through.

Jason Mann commented that if the City were to proceed with the no parking zone, he would recommend amending the existing parking ordinance instead of creating a new one.

All were in agreement that this issue be left alone.
11) AUTHORIZATION GIVEN FOR PURCHASE OF SOFTWARE FROM FUND ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

City Secretary Trevino explained that it is a goal for her to be able to automate the Municipal Court operations.  Currently, the Court Clerk is working with Excel spreadsheets for her reports and is still working with a number of paper files for the processing of citations.

She explained that she contacted various cities throughout the State to see what software cities similar to our size use.

Two of the companies that were mentioned were Hill Country Software out of Boerne Texas and FAST from Lubbock.  Both companies offered a demo---one was an actual visit with a demo view from their laptop.  The other company offered a webinar.  At these demos, both Councilman Widger and Councilwoman Thompson were in attendance.

Both companies submitted their proposals:  Hill Country Software @ $10,550.00, one time start up charge and annual subscription of $2,110.00 and FAST @ $1,625.00 with an annual subscription of $2,750.00

City Secretary Trevino recommended that the Council approve the proposal submitted by FAST.  It is lower cost software which does basically the same as Hill Country Software; however, it is ‘cloud’ based, thus, the lower price.  They will be responsible for the storage and backup of the City’s files at not only one, but two, remote facilities.  The system will automatically generate the required State reports; automatic letters to offenders; online payments through Municipay.  The software is very user friendly.  Going to automation of the Court operations will enable staff to establish a database of old cases for the purpose of collecting from many outstanding citations.

City Secretary Trevino stated that she had contacted several of the references that were listed for FAST and all had nothing but praise for the company, the software, the tech support, etc.   These references were all small cities with about the same average number of citations issued.

She added that the funds will come from the accumulation of money from the Municipal Technology Fund which was implemented in 2011 via an ordinance.  In reality, the violators of traffic offenses will be the ones paying for the automation of services.

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to authorize the expenditure of funds from the Municipal Technology Fund for the purchase of software from FAST.

Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

13) CITY’S BUDGET FOR FY 2015-16 AMENDED TOACCOUNT FOR DONATIONS TO THE PARKS BOARD COMMUNITY EVENTS

Councilman Widger explained this budget amendment was necessary to account for the following donations:  $1165 registration revenue from the Fun Run; $750.00 from sale of the I Love Palm Valley signs; $56.00 general donation for Palm Valley Day.

Councilwoman Thompson made a motion to approve the budget adjustment as explained by Councilman Widger.

Councilman Widger seconded the motion.

Mayor Rivera took the votes and the motion carried unanimously by those present.

14) CONSENT AGENDA:

a. Police Monthly Report – May/June 2016

   Neighborhood Watch Program
     

b. Municipal Court Monthly Report – May/June 2016
c. Monthly Check Listing – May/June 2016

d. Monthly Financial Report – May/June 2016

e. Investment Report – May/June 2016

f. Council/Staff Liaison reports

Chief Garcia briefed the Council on his report and stated he is getting ready for the National Night Out event to be held on October 4.

Minor discussion followed on a couple of citations.

Charles Ramsey reported that the Neighborhood Watch Program is going well and that things are pretty quiet at this time.

Council/Staff Liaison Reports

Councilwoman Wright reported on the remodeling project for City Hall.  She indicated that a priority would be the counter top for the front office staff.
Mayor Rivera asked if the City can provide community service for those that can not pay their fines from citations that are issued.  Councilwoman Martin offered to look into this.
Councilman Jones reported on the two vacant homes:  Manana Circle and La Sombra.  The property on La Sombra is a foreclosure.  He indicated that both residences have liens filed on them for property cleanups that the City has done.

Councilwoman Thompson reported briefly on social media.  She stated that the City does not have a dedicated person to do this.  It is easy to set up a Face Book account but it requires full time management.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m. upon a motion by Councilman Jones and a second by Councilman Widger.

_____________________________________

George Rivera, Mayor

_____________________________________

Sylvia R. Trevino, City Secretary
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